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Introduction

IROICA is a European network of international relations officers at Higher Education Institutions (HEI) in agricultural and related sciences. It was created in 1997 as an activity within the ”DEMETER” Socrates Thematic Network which has been renamed “AFANet” (Thematic Network for Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture and the Environment). This project was initiated by already existing networks of Rectors and Deans with special interests in 

1) the fields of agriculture and related sciences – ICA (European Association of Life Science Universities),

2)  forestry - SILVA,  

3) development co-operation - NATURA. 

In 1998 IROICA became a Standing Committee within ICA. Today IROICA has the status of a non-profit international association with its own statutes



IROICA objectives

IROICA furthers and supports the work of the international relations officers of the various member institutions of the network. This includes

· Promoting international co-operative activities of their institutions 

· Promoting and supporting international activities for undergraduate, graduate, post-graduate students and for academic and administrative staff of their institutions 

· Providing a pool of information about important developments in the field of international higher education 

· Providing guidance for newly established international offices in relation to their overall profile and their principle tasks

· Providing professional development for  staff members in international offices 

· Promoting quality and high standing in its individual activities, which shall be guided by a spirit of openness, human rights and democracy.

In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, the IROICA Network acts as a forum for discussion of matters of interest and of problems of its members. It convenes physical meetings or uses means of electronic communication and conferencing to enable members to express their views and requests. 


IROICA activities

IROICA provides its members with important information on international developments in higher education within agricultural and related sciences.

Professional development

Through its pool of experience in the international field, IROICA is very well suited to provide know-how on the creation, development and management of international offices as well as on staff training. To this end it organizes staff development workshops on a regular basis which involve experts of international standing and provide in-depth training for international office staff members at beginners’ and more advanced levels.  

International relations management

Internationalisation of HEI is one of the key elements within today’s higher education management. IROICA tries to interlink the subject-related dimension of HEI within agricultural & related sciences with the horizontal activity of international relations management, thus acting as a catalysing platform for the institutions involved.  In order to be able to plan this process in a structured way and to make the planned initiatives function smoothly, an efficient international relations management is mandatory. IROICA gathers the major International Relations Offices of European HEI within agricultural & related sciences and provides guidance and managerial expertise at all levels. 


Facilitating international contacts

Due to its excellent relations with many European and overseas organizations IROICA can serve as a vehicle to promote international co-operation in the field of higher education such as joint study programmes, curriculum development or staff exchange. Moreover IROICA’s status as a Standing Committee within ICA, the European association of HEI in the field of agricultural & related sciences, facilitates its members’ approach to EU bodies and relevant programmes.

Management 

IROICA’s main decision-making bodies are the General Meeting and the Executive Committee consisting of the President, the Vice-President, the Treasurer, the Executive Secretary and three ordinary members.

Membership

At present IROICA has member institutions in the following European countries: 

Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania,  Moldova, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, Serbia, FYROM, Montenegro, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia.

(All HEIs offering study programs in the area of Life Sciences in its broadest sense are eligible and invited to participate in IROICA activities!


For further information, please contact:
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“IRO” stands for “International Relations �Officers”


“ICA”  represents the mother organization


“IROICA” in Greek  means  “the act of� heroism”!
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Dr. Margarita Calderón-Peter, IROICA president


E-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:monica.bengtsson@adm.slu.se ��margarita.calderon-peter@boku.ac.at�





Agnieszka Wojciechowska, IROICA secretary general


� HYPERLINK "mailto:agnieszka_wojciechowska@sggw.pl" ��agnieszka_wojciechowska@sggw.pl� 





Website: http://www.iroica.sggw.pl





IROICA – The European Network of International Relations Officers at Higher Education Institutions within Agricultural & Related Sciences
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